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INCOME TAX WITHHOLDING 

§ 550.351 Scope. 

When an employee has a legal obliga-
tion to pay, but the agency has no 
legal obligation to withhold, State, 
District of Columbia, or local income 
or employment taxes, an agency shall 
permit an employee to make an allot-
ment for payment of the taxes. 

ALLOTMENTS FOR SAVINGS 

ALIMONY AND/OR CHILD SUPPORT 

§ 550.361 Scope. 

An agency shall permit an employee 
to make an allotment for alimony and/ 
or child support when he or she volun-
tarily elects to do so. However, this 
provision does not apply to garnish-
ment orders issued to enforce child 
support and/or alimony obligations 
which are codified at part 581 of this 
title. 

[46 FR 2325, Jan. 9, 1981. Redesignated at 71 
FR 66828, Nov. 17, 2006] 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AGENCY 
ORGANIZATIONS 

§ 550.371 Scope. 

If an agency permits an employee to 
make an allotment for dues to a for-
eign affairs agency organization, the 
agency must also provide, in accord-
ance with section 15 of Executive Order 
11636: 

(a) that the employee be allowed to 
revoke the authorization at least every 
six months; and 

(b) that the allotment terminates 
when the dues withholding agreement 
between a foreign affairs agency and 
the organization is terminated or 
ceases to be applicable to the em-
ployee. 

[46 FR 2325, Jan. 9, 1981. Redesignated at 71 
FR 66828, Nov. 17, 2006] 

Subpart D—Payments During 
Evacuation 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 5527; E.O. 10982, 3 CFR 
1959–1963, p. 502. 

SOURCE: 59 FR 66332, Dec. 28, 1994, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 550.401 Purpose, applicability, au-
thority, and administration. 

(a) Purpose. This subpart provides 
regulations to administer subchapter 
III (except sections 5524a and 5525) of 
chapter 55 of title 5, United States 
Code. The regulations provide for Gov-
ernmentwide uniformity in making 
payments during an evacuation to em-
ployees or their dependents, or both, 
who are evacuated in the United States 
because of natural disasters or for mili-
tary or other reasons that create immi-
nent danger to their lives. 

(b) Applicability. This subpart applies 
to— 

(1) Executive agencies, as defined in 
section 105 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

(2) Employees of an agency who are 
U.S. citizens or who are U.S. nationals; 

(3) Employees of an agency who are 
not citizens or nationals of the United 
States, but who were recruited with a 
transportation agreement that pro-
vides return transportation to the area 
from which recruited; and 

(4) Alien employees of an agency 
hired within the United States. 

(c) Authority. The head of an agency 
may make advance payments and evac-
uation payments and pay special allow-
ances as provided by this subpart. If 
the head of an agency proposes to issue 
regulations that deviate from the pro-
visions of this subpart, prior approval 
of the agency regulations, as required 
by section 4(b) of Executive Order 10982 
of December 25, 1961, must be secured 
from the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment. 

(d) Administration. The head of an 
agency having employees subject to 
this subpart is responsible for the prop-
er administration of this subpart. Pay-
ment of advance payments and evacu-
ation payments and any required ad-
justments shall be made in accordance 
with procedures established by the 
agency. 

[59 FR 66332, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 65 
FR 41869, July 7, 2000] 

§ 550.402 Definitions. 

Agency means an Executive agency, 
as defined in section 105 of title 5, 
United States Code. 
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Day means a calendar day, except 
when otherwise specified by the head of 
an agency. 

Dependent means a relative of the 
employee residing with the employee 
and dependent on the employee for sup-
port. 

Designated representative means a per-
son 16 years of age or over who is 
named by an employee for the purpose 
of caring for a dependent. 

Evacuated employee means an em-
ployee of an agency who has received 
an order to evacuate. 

Order to evacuate means an oral or 
written order to evacuate an employee 
from an assigned area. 

Safe haven means a designated area 
to which an employee or dependent will 
be or has been evacuated. 

United States means the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, the Common-
wealths of Puerto Rico and the North-
ern Mariana Islands, and any territory 
or possession of the United States. 

[59 FR 66332, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 65 
FR 41869, July 7, 2000] 

§ 550.403 Advance payments; evacu-
ation payments; special allowances. 

(a) An advance payment of pay, al-
lowances, and differentials may be 
made to an employee who has received 
an order to evacuate, provided that, in 
the opinion of the agency head or des-
ignated official, payment in advance of 
the date on which an employee other-
wise would be entitled to be paid is re-
quired to help the employee defray im-
mediate expenses incidental to the 
evacuation. 

(b) Evacuation payments of pay, al-
lowances, and differentials may be 
made to an employee during an evacu-
ation and shall be paid on the employ-
ee’s regular pay days when feasible. 

(c) Special allowances, including 
travel expenses and per diem, may be 
paid to evacuated employees to offset 
any direct added expenses that are in-
curred by the employee as a result of 
his or her evacuation or the evacuation 
of his or her dependents. 

(d) An advance payment or an evacu-
ation payment may be paid to the em-
ployee, a dependent 16 years of age or 
over, or a designated representative. 
When payment is made to someone 
other than the employee, prior written 

authorization by the employee must 
have been provided to the authorizing 
agency official. 

(e) Any agency may make payments 
in an evacuation situation to an em-
ployee of another Federal agency (or 
his or her dependent(s) or personal rep-
resentative) who has received an order 
to evacuate. When a payment is made 
under this subpart by an agency other 
than the employee’s agency, the agen-
cy making the payment shall imme-
diately report the amount and date of 
the payment to the employee’s agency 
in order that prompt reimbursement 
may be made. 

§ 550.404 Computation of advance pay-
ments and evacuation payments; 
time periods. 

(a) Payments shall be based on the 
rate of pay (including allowances, dif-
ferentials, or other authorized pay-
ments) to which the employee was en-
titled immediately before the issuance 
of the order of evacuation. All deduc-
tions authorized by law, such as retire-
ment or social security deductions, au-
thorized allotments, Federal with-
holding taxes, and others, when appli-
cable, shall be made before advance 
payments or evacuation payments are 
made. 

(b)(1) The amount of advance pay-
ments shall cover a time period not to 
exceed 30 days or a lesser number of 
days, as determined by the authorizing 
agency official. 

(2) Evacuation payments shall cover 
the period of time during which the 
order to evacuate remains in effect, un-
less terminated earlier, but shall not 
exceed 180 days. When feasible, evacu-
ation payments shall be paid on the 
employee’s regular pay days. 

(c) When an advance payment has 
been made to or for the account of an 
employee, the amount of the advance 
payment shall not diminish the 
amount of the evacuation payments 
that would otherwise be due the em-
ployee. 

(d)(1) For full-time and part-time em-
ployees, the amount of an advance pay-
ment or an evacuation payment shall 
be computed on the basis of the num-
ber of regularly scheduled workdays for 
the time period covered. 
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(2) For intermittent employees, the 
amount of an advance payment or 
evacuation payment shall be computed 
on the basis of the number of days on 
which the employee would be expected 
to work during the time period cov-
ered. The number of days shall be de-
termined, whenever possible, by ap-
proximating the number of days per 
week normally worked by the em-
ployee during an average 6-week pe-
riod, as determined by the agency. 

[59 FR 66633, Dec. 28, 1994; 60 FR 3303, Jan. 13, 
1995] 

§ 550.405 Determination of special al-
lowances. 

In determining the direct added ex-
penses that may be payable as special 
allowances, the following shall be con-
sidered: 

(a) An agency must determine the 
travel expenses and per diem for an 
evacuated employee and the travel ex-
penses for his or her dependents in ac-
cordance with the Federal Travel Reg-
ulation (FTR) and any applicable im-
plementing agency regulations, wheth-
er or not the employee or dependents 
are actually covered by or subject to 
the FTR. In addition, an agency may 
authorize per diem for dependents of an 
evacuated employee at a rate equal to 
the rate payable to the employee, as 
determined in accordance with the 
FTR (except that the rate for depend-
ents under 12 years of age is one-half 
this rate), whether or not the employee 
or dependents are actually covered by 
or subject to the FTR. Per diem for an 
employee and his or her dependents is 
payable from the date of departure 
from the evacuated area through the 
date of arrival at the safe haven, in-
cluding any period of delay en route 
that is beyond an evacuee’s control or 
that may result from evacuation travel 
arrangements. 

(b) Subsistence expenses for an evac-
uated employee or his or her depend-
ents shall be determined at applicable 
per diem rates for the safe haven or for 
a station other than the safe haven 
that has been approved by appropriate 
authority. Such subsistence expenses 
shall begin to be paid on the date fol-
lowing arrival and may continue until 
terminated. The subsistence expenses 

shall be computed on a daily rate basis, 
as follows: 

(1) An agency must compute the ap-
plicable maximum per diem rate by 
using the ‘‘lodgings-plus per diem sys-
tem,’’ as defined in the FTR, for the 
employee and each dependent who is 12 
years of age or over. For each depend-
ent under 12 years of age, the per diem 
rate is one-half of the applicable max-
imum per diem rate for employees and 
dependents who are 12 years of age or 
over. An agency may pay these max-
imum rates for a period not to exceed 
the first 30 days of evacuation. 

(2) If, after expiration of the 30-day 
period, the evacuation has not been 
terminated, the per diem rate shall be 
computed at 60 percent of the rates 
prescribed in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section until a determination is made 
by the agency that subsistence ex-
penses are no longer authorized. This 
rate may be paid for a period not to ex-
ceed 180 days after the effective date of 
the order to evacuate. 

(3) The daily rate of the subsistence 
expense allowance actually paid an em-
ployee shall be either a rate deter-
mined in accordance with paragraphs 
(b) (1) and (2) of this section or a lower 
rate determined by the agency to be 
appropriate for necessary living ex-
penses. 

(c) Payment of subsistence expenses 
shall be decreased by the applicable 
per-person amount for any period dur-
ing which the employee is authorized 
regular travel per diem in accordance 
with the FTR. 

[59 FR 66332, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 65 
FR 41869, July 7, 2000] 

§ 550.406 Work assignments during 
evacuation; return to duty. 

(a) Evacuated employees at safe ha-
vens may be assigned to perform any 
work considered necessary or required 
to be performed during the period of 
the evacuation without regard to the 
grades or titles of the employees. Fail-
ure or refusal to perform assigned work 
may be a basis for terminating further 
evacuation payments. 

(b) When part-time employees are 
given assigned work at the safe haven, 
records of the number of hours worked 
shall be maintained so that payment 
may be made for any hours of work 
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that are greater than the number of 
hours on which evacuation payments 
are computed. 

(c) Not later than 180 days after the 
effective date of the order to evacuate, 
or when the emergency or evacuation 
situation is terminated, whichever is 
earlier, an employee must be returned 
to his or her regular duty station, or 
appropriate action must be taken to re-
assign him or her to another duty sta-
tion. 

§ 550.407 Termination of payments 
during evacuation. 

Advance payments or evacuation 
payments terminate when the agency 
determines that— 

(a) The employee is assigned to an-
other duty station outside the evacu-
ation area; 

(b) The employee abandons or is oth-
erwise separated from his or her posi-
tion; 

(c) The employee’s employment is 
terminated by his or her transfer to re-
tirement rolls or other type of annuity 
based on cessation of civilian employ-
ment; 

(d) The employee resumes his or her 
duties at the duty station from which 
he or she was evacuated; 

(e) The agency determines that pay-
ments are no longer warranted; or 

(f) The date the employee is deter-
mined to be covered by the Missing 
Persons Act (50 App. U.S.C. 1001 et seq.), 
unless payment is earlier terminated 
under these regulations. 

§ 550.408 Review of accounts; service 
credit. 

(a) The payroll office having jurisdic-
tion over the employee’s account shall 
review each employee’s account for the 
purpose of making adjustments at the 
earliest possible date after the evacu-
ation is terminated (or earlier if the 
circumstances justify), after the em-
ployee returns to his or her assigned 
duty station, or when the employee is 
reassigned officially. 

(b) The employee’s pay shall be ad-
justed on the basis of the rates of pay, 
allowances, or differentials, if any, to 
which he or she would otherwise have 
been entitled under all applicable stat-
utes other than section 5527 of title 5, 
United States Code. Any adjustments 

in the employee’s account shall also re-
flect advance payments made to the 
employee under § 550.403(a) of this sub-
part. 

(c)(1) After an employee’s account is 
reviewed as required by paragraph (a) 
of this section, if it is found that the 
employee is indebted for any part of 
the advance payment made to him or 
her or his or her dependent(s) or des-
ignated representative, recovery of the 
indebtedness shall be effected by the 
payroll office having jurisdiction over 
the employee’s account, unless a waiv-
er of recovery has been approved. Re-
payment of the indebtedness may be 
made either in full or in partial pay-
ments, as determined by the head of 
the agency or designated official. 

(2) Recovery of indebtedness for ad-
vance payment shall not be required 
when it is determined by the head of 
the agency or designated official that 
the recovery would be against equity 
or good conscience or against the pub-
lic interest. Findings that formed the 
basis for waiver of recovery shall be 
filed in the employee’s personnel folder 
on the permanent side. 

(d) For the period or periods covered 
by any payments made under this sub-
part, the employee shall be considered 
as performing active Federal service in 
his or her position without a break in 
service. 

§ 550.409 Evacuation payments during 
a pandemic health crisis. 

(a) An agency may order one or more 
employees to evacuate from their 
worksite and perform work from their 
home (or an alternative location mutu-
ally agreeable to the agency and the 
employee) during a pandemic health 
crisis without regard to whether the 
agency and the employee have a 
telework agreement in place at the 
time the order to evacuate is issued. 
Under these circumstances, an agency 
may designate the employee’s home (or 
an alternative location mutually 
agreeable to the agency and the em-
ployee) as a safe haven and provide 
evacuation payments to the employee. 
An agency must compute the evacu-
ation payments and determine the 
time period during which such pay-
ments will be made in accordance with 
§ 550.404. An evacuated employee at a 
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safe haven may be assigned to perform 
any work considered necessary or re-
quired to be performed during the pe-
riod of evacuation without regard to 
his or her grade, level, or title. The em-
ployee must have the necessary knowl-
edge and skills to perform the assigned 
work. Failure or refusal to perform as-
signed work may be a basis for termi-
nating evacuation payments, as well as 
disciplinary action. 

(b) The head of an agency, in his or 
her sole and exclusive discretion, may 
grant special allowance payments, 
based upon a case-by-case analysis, to 
offset the direct added expenses inci-
dental to performing work from home 
(or an alternative location mutually 
agreeable to the agency and the em-
ployee) during a pandemic health cri-
sis. 

(c) An agency may terminate evacu-
ation payments under the conditions 
listed in § 550.407. An agency must 
make any necessary adjustments in 
pay consistent with § 550.408 after the 
evacuation is terminated. 

[71 FR 47693, Aug. 17, 2006, as amended at 72 
FR 33148, June 15, 2007] 

Subpart E—Pay From More Than 
One Position 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 5533. 

§ 550.501 Scope. 
(a) Applicability. (1) This subpart and 

section 5533 of title 5, United States 
Code, apply in determining an employ-
ee’s entitlement to receive pay from 
more than one position. 

(2) This subpart and section 5533(a) of 
title 5, United States Code, apply only 
to an employee holding more than one 
position when the aggregate number of 
hours worked during a week exceeds 40. 

(b) Coverage. This subpart and section 
5533(a) of title 5, United States Code, 
apply to each department and agency 
(including each corporation owned or 
controlled by the Government of the 
United States and including non-
appropriated fund instrumentalities 
under the jurisdiction of the armed 
forces) in the legislative (except as pro-
vided in section 5533(c) of that title), 
judicial, and executive branches of the 
Government of the United States and 

to the government of the District of 
Columbia. 

§ 550.502 Definitions. 

In this subpart: 
Employee means a person holding a 

position. 
Pay means pay paid for services in a 

position but excludes fees paid on other 
than a time basis. 

Position has the meaning given that 
term by section 5531 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

Week means the period of 7 calendar 
days from Sunday through Saturday. 

[33 FR 12458, Sept. 4, 1968, as amended at 60 
FR 67287, Dec. 29, 1995] 

§ 550.503 Exceptions in emergencies. 

Section 5533(a) of title 5, United 
States Code, does not apply to pay 
from a position for services performed 
under emergency conditions relating to 
health, safety, protection of life or 
property, or national emergency. 

§ 550.504 Other exceptions. 

(a) When a department, agency, or 
the government of the District of Co-
lumbia encounters difficulty in obtain-
ing employees to perform required per-
sonal services because of section 5533(a) 
of title 5, United States Code, it may 
make an exception from that section 
upon determining that the required 
services cannot be readily obtained 
otherwise. The exception shall specify 
the position(s) to which it applies. 

(b) The Office of Personnel Manage-
ment will publish exceptions of general 
application. 

(5 U.S.C. 1104; Pub. L. 95–454, sec. 3(5)) 

[44 FR 54694, Sept. 21, 1979, as amended at 66 
FR 66711, Dec. 27, 2001] 

§ 550.505 Report to OPM. 

OPM may require a department, 
agency, or the government of the Dis-
trict of Columbia to submit a periodic 
report on its use of the exceptions from 
section 5533(a) of title 5, United States 
Code. 

[33 FR 12458, Sept. 4, 1968. Redesignated at 37 
FR 22717, Oct. 21, 1972] 
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